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This round-Britain 
guide will show you 
at a glance what sort 
of fish you can catch 
in any locality. The key 
to the map is below. 

A 
B 
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Bass 
Bream, black 
Bream, red 
Bu/1-huss 
Coalf,sh 
Cod 
Conger 

Dab 
Dogfish, lesser-spotted 

Spur-dog 
Haddock 
Hake 
Halibut 
Ling 
Monkf,sh 
Plaice 
Pollack 
Pouting 
Skate, thornback 
Skate, common 

V Shark 
W Tope 

X Tunny 
y Turbot 
z Whiting 

All the towns marked 
on these two maps are 
good c e n t r e s for 
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CAPTAINS. NORTON-BRACY 
Weekend's angling expert is one of the most 

knowledgeable meri in the fishing world. He has 
been an anglei:- since boyhood and he is an expert 
at practically every kind of fishing there is all over 
the world-from roach-fishing in the Lincolnshire 
fens, to sharking in the Pacific, salmon-fishing in 
Iceland, or wreck-fishing for conger eels off Dover. 

He is especially interested in sea angling, and 
he won the European sea angling championships 
when they were held at Stavanger in Norway in 
~962. He is chairman of the European Federation 
of Sea Anglers, a body which looks after the 
interests of anglers in 17 countries. He is also an 
international representative for the British Isles to 
the world's largest angling body the International 
Game Fish Association, which has its headquarters 
in Miami. Florida. 

© Associated Newspapers Ltd., 1963 
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THE 
LURE OF 

SALT WATER 
FISHING 

I 
NE of the great beauties of sea fishing is its complete 
lack of any formality and red tape. You don't have to 
bother your head about rod licences, fishery officers, 
or getting permission from anyone before you start. 

There are no close seasons for sea angling. You can fish 
when you like and pretty nearly anywhere you like. 

Another reason why sea fishing has such a fascination 
for anglers like Sydney Norton-Bracy, is the tremendous 
variety of the fish. The best most coarse fishermen can hope 
for is a tussle with a 40 lb. or 50 lb. pike. At sea you can go 
fishing for flatfish for the pot-or tope, if you feel like having 
a go at a member of the shark family. Or you may even 
land up with a 200 lb. skate on the end of your line. 



What to put 
on\·· uour hook 
FOR going after conger, 

lope, or skate, a whole 
side of fresh mackerel or 
her,·ing is the sort of bait 
Captain Norton-Bracy u ses. 
For smaller fish, use strips 
of mackerel or herring, or 
there a,·e plenty of baits 
you can find along the sea 
shore. Here are a few •.• 

SHORE CRABS: Soft 
crabs are best. Find them 
among the weed in pools or 
on the ro~ks. Strip off legs 
and shell if it is not soft. 
Good for almost any fish. 

PRAWNS: Live in rock 
pools. Good for spinning for 
bass. Can be fished alive 
or dead. For most fish. 

SAND-EELS: Silvery with 
a green back. Scrape them 
from the sandy ridges along 
the low-tide line. Good live
bait for pollack, bass, 
mackerel, flounders. 

LUGWORMS: Dig them 
from sandy or muddy 
beaches. They throw up 
casts. For flatfish, bass, 
codling and whiting. 

MUSSELS: Pick them off 
rocks or breakwaters. For 
flat fish, whiting, cod. 

h nrrwn rill'!8 



FISHING FROM 

d BEACH 
Skill in !casting can help to improve your 
'luck' when there are other anglers about 

WHEN you are fishing from a pier, or from a 
beach where the_re are a lot of other anglers, 

the farther out you can cast, the more likely you 
are to catch fish. The continual bump of weights 
hitting the bottom, close in to the pier, and the 
jangling of paternoster booms, are enough to 
scare away any worthwhile fish. So try to out
cast all the other anglers. 

There is no doubt that most beach or pier 
fishermen could, with the right equipment, 
increase their casting distance by 25 per cent. 
What you need is better stance, and this calls 
for correctly-balanced tackle. With multiplyer or 
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--- ---AVERAGE CAST 50-80 YA/!OS--- --• 
- - - 25 YARDS EXTRA-ANO YOll'LL FIND MORE FISH- - - - - - + 

I/ALF TIIE TACKLE I/SEO ON PIERS IS CPMPLETELY INAOEQUATE, ROOS ARE TOO SIIORT, 
ANO REELS f!TTEO TOO NEAR Tl-IE BL/TT. AN IOEAL LENGTH FOR A ROLJ/S/2.rr. 61N, 
TIIE Rf!L SHOULO FIT ABOUT 3 n. FROM THE ENO OF THE BUTT IF YOU ARE OF 
AVERAGE IIEIGHT, 

fixed-spool reels, anyone can reach a minimum 
of 100 yards. You will find heavy rods tiring: 
the ideal is a glass-fibre rod of 12 feet to 13 feet. 
The line should be 16 lb. to 27 lb. breaking-strain 
nylon. A 4 oz. weight is heavy enough to take the 
line out without causing it to over-run. 

When you get a "bird's-nest," the reel is 
revolving faster than the line is running out and 
the result is a tangle. How does it happen? The 
most frequent mistake when casting is to use too 
much effort. A smooth 180-degree cast is enough 
to get your weight to its maximum distance with
out the worry of an over-run. Make sure that 

A DIVER, WORKING OFF THE OOVEP, BREAKWATER, TOLO ME THAT FISHERMEN's 
LEADS HITT/NB T/.IE BOTTOM SOUNDED LIKE T/.IE RATTLE OF MACHINE-GUN 

FIRE, NtJ WONLJER T/.IE FIS/./ ARE ffll6HTENELJ AWAV 
/ ' - -/ - - .........__ 

/ / ~ ----
/ ~~ " 

~
-- - -...... 

.--<:....._c. . '-... 
I ~ '>--.___ - -::--. '. 

I ;:,, - le 

' 
'-

\ 
\ 

' ' 

the line is free from knots and the spool is filled 
to capacity. Keep these rules-and you will still 
occasionally face the "bird's-nest" nightmare. 
But not so often. 

Where can you find fish along the beach? 
Look for the places where there are ample 
supplies of food. 

Holes and gullies in the sea-bed provide fish 
with well-stocked larders. With long-distance 
casting, many new feeding places are now within 
reach of anglers. 

The way to find them is to make your own 
chart of the sea-bed. Anglers using this system 
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TO ATTAIN PflOF!CIENCY IIJ SEA CASTING, 
CO-ORDINATION OF THE BODY MOVEMENTS· 
INVOLVED MVST BE LEARNED PATIENTLY. 
W!IILE PIIYS/CAL VIGDVR IS NECESSARY, 
MUTE STRENGT!./ !S NOT 

!'P.ACT/SE flELEASING TR£ WEIGHT BEFORE TRYING 
TO ATTAIN DISTANCE. RELEASE WEIGHT AT (A) BY 
TAKING PRESSURE OFF Tl-IE SPOOL. 
THE ROD SHOULD CONTINUE UNCHECKED TO 

POINT (B) 

FROM THE MOMENT OF RELEASE, 
THE THUMB MUST BE KEPT . 
CLOSE TO THE LINE ON THE 
SPOOL. IF THE LINE TENDS 
TO BtJILO UP, ffl~f,f Y 
APPLY ENOl/0/.I S LJ.t! TO 
REOtJCE TH£ SPEED OF THE 
SPOOL TO COINCIDE WITH 
THE SPEE!) OF THE WEIG/.IT 

TflE PROPER WORKING TOGETHER OF 
ARMS , 800Y ANO LEGS, AT THE 
COMMAND OF YOVR MIND, DIRECTS 
TIIE BAIT WIIERE THE FISH Alff 
MOST PLENTIFUL. 

WIT/./ 6000 EQUIPMENT A 
200 YARD CAST IS POSSIBLE 

.. 

WI/EN THE WEIGHT HITS THE WATER, ALLOW THE 
LINE TO RUN ON FOR A FEW YARDS {A) , 
ESPECIALLY IF THEflE IS A STRONG TIDE 
RVNNIN6. GIVE YOUR WEIGHT A CHANCE 
TO SETTLE IN THE SAND, THEN l'IEEL IN YOUR 
LINE .SLOWLY UNTIi. IT IS FAIRLY TIIJHT (8). 
NOW WAIT, IIOl'EFVLL Y, fOP, TH£ BITE 



FINDING THE FEEDING GROUNDS.,, 
AU MAffKfD /N FEET 

· TAKE AN-ESTIMATED LEN6TH OF CAST ON A LINE, ANCHOR 
THIS flRMl Y AT THE WATf P,'S E06E ANO 60 OVT T'O THE 
ENO Of TIIE LINE, MEASI/RE TIIE OEPTHOf WATfP, 
WITH YOUR POJ.f, ANO WORK YOI/R WAY INSH01f.t 
MAK/ND MEASUREMENTS AT RE6t!LAR INTERVAL:i, 
8Y MOV/NtJ AWNG Tiff SHORE YOU Will. SOON HAVE A 
COMPLETE CHART Of Tiff WATER, OON1 FORGET TIIAT 
A HOLE a4 GULLY INT/IE SI/Rf AT LOW WATER CAN Be 
A fEf0/N6 &lftJIJNO AT 1/1611 WATfR 

A- ... ""' 
.,. 

HOLES ANO 6Ull/ES fflOOVCE SETTER FISHING 
BECAUSE, WITH A STHONS TIDE SWEEPING AWNS 
TIIE COAST, THE FLOW fASSES OVER TJIE TOP Of 
TllfSE SHELTERED Alff/IS. SMALL FISH ANO 
OTIIER TINY Ml/RINE 1/NIMALS SHELTER THERE, 
ATTRACTING TIIE 8/6 FISH WIIJffEO ON THEM, 

---FLOW OF TIDE---

WffEN THEPiE ARE ROCK FOPiMATIONS Cl/ECK 
CAREFULLY FOR GI/WES WHICH RUN OIPiECTLY 
01/T TO SE/I.REMEMBER, /IL WAYS CAST ON TIIE 
LEE SIOE OF T/.IE ROCK 

---FLOW OF TIDE---

_.,, -. 

TACKLE: /2 FT. FIBRE-GLASS 
ROO, WITH 7 RINGS, 
INCLUO!NG THE LARGE ONE ON 
THE BOTTOM JOINT. Bl/TT 
SHOULD BE FROM 3i T04FT., 
WITH Ml/LT/PLYER REEL 

ALTHOUG!/ IT IS EASY TO GET YOUR BAIT OUT TO TJIE FEEDING GROUNOS 
AT LOW WATER, LONG -!)/STANCE CASTING WILL BE NEEOED 
AS THE TIO£ COMES IN. 

THE FEEDING Gl?OLINOS OF THE COO AIU IN GULLIES 
BELOW LOW-WATER MARK. . 

FITTEO 3 FT. FROM TllfY WORK THEIR WAY ALONG TflfSE IN SEARCH OF FOO/J 
BUTT ENO ~ 
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(LENGTH OF MAXhHUM CAST. 80TTOM TACKt.E MAY 8£ £/THER A TRACE OR. 
PATERNOSTER. TYPE OF GEAR, PATERNOSTER IS 

OTIIER ANGLERS WILL OFTEN TELL YD.U WHERE TO 
FINO GULLIES. BVTTh'EY MAY BEFOUNO BY 
TRYING A FEW CASTS FOR YO/IRSELP. Ir YOU 00 
NOT GET A BITE~ Tl?Y FLIR'TIIER tl/lT, OR A LITTLE 
CLOSER TO SHORE, UAILESS YOl/,4/(£ FISIIING 
PIRECTLY INTO A Gf/L.LY, YOUR CIIANCES OF 

· F.4VOUKEO AS IT RARELY GETS BLIRIEO LIN/JER 
- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - ~- 4< 1"!91 SANO 01? SIIINGL£, SINGLE BOOMS ARE BETTE~ 

TJIAN TREBLE OR , tJOVBL£ 

rlSIIING AREA 

LOW-WATER 
MAKK 

IIIG/1-WATEK 
A1AKK 

A GOOD TIME TO START FISHING FOR COD IS AN IIOUR 
BEFORE LOW-WATER. TO ESTIMATE THE 0/STANCe 
YOLI WILL HAVE TO CAST AS YOLI RETREAT UP THE 

-'BEACH BEFORE Tl./!: TIDE, MEASLIRE FROM YOUR 
START/Ne POINT TO HIGH-WATER MARK 

COD 

have in one day taken out hauls of cod weighing 
more than 100 lb. The illustration shows you 
how to make your own map of the sea-bed with 
little effort. 

COD 

THERE are plenty of cod in the sea-let's go 
after them. While the peak time for eod is be

tween October and March, I took the biggest cod 
I ever caught in April. It weighed 28 lb. And that 
was at Looe in Cornwall-much farther south 

u __ -••---~~~ ,-n,d Tn the. winter cod 

GETTING COO ARE POOR 

!<ES/STANCE ON Tf/E LINE AS YOU PRAW IT OVER 
THE BANK {ISL/ALLY TELLS YOU WHEN YOU HI/VE 
FOUND A GULLY-'C: 

Bl.IT rov UIIU. PROBABLY 111/IIE TO FISh' 
7/IROtJM AREAS 'A' ANO 'B/ SHORE 

STRIKING IT LI.ICKY 

---------

BETTER 
BE 

SAFE ... 
~ WHEN you go boat fishing, remember 

G' . "that the Ministry of Transport safety 
~ regulations do not apply to boats 

, . "' · under 15 tons and which do not carry 
more than 12 passengers. So check 
that the boatman has adequate life
saving equipment aboard. 



---\ 
LINE COVERED BY SHINGLE 

6{,ILLY 

SHIFTIN0 SAND OR SHIN0LE. WILL 
SOMETIMES COVER YOLIR LINE.NEVER 
TRY TO BREAK IT FREE 8Y JERKING 
THE !WO. WRAP TI./E LINE AIWLJNO 
YOLJR HANO-US/NGA PIECE OF CLOTH 
AS PROTECTION-ANO WALK SLOWLY 
AWAY WITH IT, THE i..lNE WILL THEN 
LISL!Ai.i. Y COME !"KEE 

COD 

WI./EN A COO HAS BEEN HOOKEO ANO PI.AYEO LJNTIL 
IT IS TlllEO 1 START BRINGING THE FISH IN TI./ROIJGH 
T/.IE WAVES AS THEY KOLL SHOREWAIWS, 
IMMEOIATELY A WAVE 8/i'EAKS ANO THE WATE!i' 
STA!i'TS TO Kl.IN BACK, STOP li'eEJ.ING UNTIL THE 
NE)(T WAVE COMES IN 

.,,., 

IF YOLI HOOK A 810 FISH WHEN YOU AIU 
ALONE, HOLO THE TIP Or THE /WO AS 
HIGH AS POSSIBLE WHEN THE FISH IS 
SWEPT IN WITH THE WAVES. AS 71{E WATE/l 
llETllEATS, FOi.i.OW IT /JOl{;N TIIE 8EACH ANO 
GAFF QLIICKLY, US/NGA I.ONG+IANtJLeOGAFF 

leave their northern feeding grounds and gather 
in great numbers down the East Coast, right 
round to Eastbourne in the south. Two particu
larly good places for cod fishing are Deal and 
Dungeness, both in Kent. 

When fishing an area with a strong flowing 
tide, it is essential to keep your bait in position 
once it has been cast- otherwise you will get 
black looks from your neighbour as you drag 
his tackle ashore. 

A light nylon line with a streamlined weight 
attached to it is often sufficient to hold against 
the tide. If it is not, add a weight with spikes to 
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#OVERING SEA BIROS 'ii. M "-- ~ .£. 
MEAN MACKEREL ~ ~ ~ ,IX k.. ,...• ft ~ Jt 
ARE ABOl/T .,,. ..,,.. ..,- - _.. .etc, 
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MACl<EREL ltTTACK..,G 

SMALLER FISH 

act as an anchor. A wire boom will stop bait 
tangling with the weight. I think a single boom 
is enough. 

Angling would not be such a fascinating sport 
if it did not have so many problems. The chal
lenge is the attraction. For example, when a 
heavy surf is pounding the beach, it requires skill 
to land a big cod. Every effort should be made 
to tire out the fish before attempting to bring it 
through the waves. Watch out that the undertow 
does not carry it back. 

And if possible, try to have a second person 
standing by to gaff the fish once it is on the beach. 

(}I) THIS IS THE NORMAL POSITION OF TH£ A£TRIEVE, 
Bl/T AS THE I.VRE IS Pl/LI.ED NEARER. TD 71-IE SNORE, 
THE II.OD SHOVLD 8£ LOWERED 7V (8). THIS 
ENA.Bl.ES YOV TO UTILISE THE WATER RIGHT 
VP TD THE 8£ACH-WITHOVT ALLOWING THE LURE 
TO SKIP ABOVT 

MACKEREL 

MACKEREL 

FOR the late holiday-maker, fishing from the 
beach· or pier for mackerel can be good fun. 

These fish can be detected by the disturbed sur
face of the water as they pursue their prey, small 
fish like whitebait, and by the sea birds which 
hover overhead. 

The best tackle? First, a rod capable of 
casting a small lure 30 to 40 yards off-shore. A 
trout rod is excellent. Then you need a small 
fixed-spool reel and weighted lure of a couple of 
oun~s. Mackerel are attracted by spinners or 
silver-spoons-or any brightly-coloured lures. 



FOR ROD FISHING,USE3-4LII. BREAKING-STRAIN LINE 

SIL,RSPOON • HOOKWITHSILVER 
PAPER WOUND 

~- ROUNOSI 
- ~ -.. .. 

SPIRAL WEIGHT t-2oz. 
NOTE: WE!IGHT IS SU&HTlY 

BENT roP/eEVENT KINJ(fl/6 

MACKEREL 

MACKEREL TRACE 

llN8TH OF TllACE 

~FEET 

F&ATIIFlfFP HfJPX © 

JJNI! COILED NEATLY 
IN S1"l!/?IV OP BOAT 

~ 

WOODEN FMME FOil 
h'QI.D/NSLINE 

HANO-LINES SHOULD BE HEAVIER ANO OF LINEN, OR 
OF CU.TTY• HUNK. WHEN HANO-LINING ALWAYS HAVE 
A CLEAR SPACE JN THE STERN OF THE BOAT SO TJ-IAT 
YOU CAN COIL Tl-IE LINI!. OOWN AS ITCOMli!S IN, 
OTHERWISE VDU ARI!! SOUNI:> TO GST TANGUIS ANI:> OSLAV . 

~ 

MACKEREL OART AT ANY FAST-MOV/N6 OSJECT, 
ANO ARE PARTICULARLY ATTRACTED BY THE 
STREAM OF PHOSPHORESCENCE CREATEO AS 
711£ /YEIG#T SilOOTS DOWN 

~. 

® 
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FISHING 
, . 

BOATS 
When catching a big fish 

like this, fresh bait is 
often essential - and one 

good bait is mackerel 

JF you find yourself near the sea on a fine day, 
why not have a go at mackerel fishing from 

either a rowing boat or motor boat? If you 
don't have a rod, try a hand-line - you'll 
probably get a bigger catch anyway - but 
mackerel fishing with a light spinning rod is great 
sport. For bait use either a spinner, silver spoon, 
or hook with silver paper wrapped round the 
shank. Don't row too fast - try to make the 
lure look like a small fish darting along. 

The deep-sea angler is mainly interested in 
catching mackerel for use as fresh bait, for 
bigger fish. To catch as many as possible quickly, 

use a string of feathered hooks, set at right
angles to the main line on short "snoods" to 
stop them curling round the line. Feathers are 
brightly coloured, red and yellow being especially 
deadly. When fishing for bait rather than sport, 
a hand-line is best, fitted with a heavy weight so 
that the feathers plummet quickly to the bottom. 

Once you have your bait, the next problem 
is presenting it in the most alluring way. It is 
essential to make the bait appear as lively as 
possible. This will greatly improve your chances 
of getting a bite. When food is scarce, the size 
of your bait makes little difference. But at other 



THE UJG WORM: PUT T/.IE WORM 
(jMPLETEt.Y ON THE HOOK, BRINGING 'THE I 

'EAO ABOVE T/.IE HOOK ON TO THE/..INE, """'"' t'(\ 
IT MAY BE THREADEP. TIIIS Wilt.STOP IT .. 

SLIPPING OOWfi; THE SHANK 

~ LINE . 

LUGWO~M 

OEAO BAIT: lr'G~RINO, P/LCHA~O 0/lMACKE~E/..: 
OPeN THE ~/SH ANO cur WT THE SACK-BONE 

~-"OM BEHINO THE HEAO TO ONE. INC/./ FROM THE 
TAIi... PUT THE SAKS OF T/.IE HOOK THIWUG/.1 THE 
Glt.L ANO Tl/! THE TAIL BACK 7P T11E MAIN LINE 

CI/TANO 
~ESTITCHEO 

'-" 

TAIL TIED BACK 

8AliB\... 

~ND EELS: Tf.lESE MUST ALWAYS BE FISHED LIVE. WHEN 
DRIFTING OK TROLLING TJ./~OUGH T7-IE WATER AT SPEED, HOOK. 
T11~0U6H THE I.OWER I.IP WITH J.IOOK POINTING DOWN(A). 

BARB 
Ciii-Jiol+- TH~UGH 

GILL 
WHEN ANO/OREi), HOOK EEL TH~OUGH THE !JACK, AS SHOWN 

ABOVE{B). THIS WILL NOT STOP IT SWIMMING AIWUND IIEK.f/NG 

times it is best to tempt fish with large pieces 
of bait. 

TOPE 

J UNE is a good month for boat fishing for 
tope. The tope is a roamer which prefers 

feeding on sandy bottoms. Hunstanton, in 
Norfolk, the South-East coast from ~amsgate 
to the Isle of Wight, and the North Wales coast 
are all good areas. The best tope fishing is usually 
found a few hundred yards off shore. Best tackle 
is a light glass rod, a multiplyer reel, with a 20 lb. 
breaking-strain line. 

,,,,. 

You have more chance of catching a big fish 
if you present your bait in a life-like way. The 
slightest drag of a weight will of ten make the 
tope drop the bait. To avoid this, the running 
boom is moved up the line about 30 ft. and a 
matchstick is made fast below the boom, as i 
the illustration. This allows the bait to work 
freely in the tide and, with your reel out of gear 
there is no resistance when a fish takes the bait. 

When hunting for food, tope more often tha 
not work their way along gullies where smalle 
fish shelter from the run of the tide. The 

Turn to Page 2 
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BOTTOM TACKLE 

flOWOFTIDE - ~A 

------. 

FRESH /JAIT IS ESSENTIAL - OABS, WHITING, 
HEMING, OR MACKEREL, TO BAIT HOOK, 
THREAI) TRACE THHOUGH THE ENTIRE 
LENGTH OF FISH FROM f'OINT A TO POINT 
B, LEAVING SARB Of THE HOOK f'RO
TUOING ATS ,TAKE A FEW TURNS OF 
, COTTON AROlJNIJ TI./E NOSE Of THE 
FISH AT POINT A TO I-IOLO BAIT IN 
POSITION ANlJ GIVE IT A MORE 
NATtlR.4L LOOK 

QUICK RELEASE SWIVEL 

..... 
6fEET ~ 

TO CONNECT BOTTOM TACKLE 7V MAIN LINE, MAKE A j) 
LOOP IN ENO Of MAIN I.IN£ BY MEANS OF A {)O{J6/.E 

0/IENIANO LOOP 

-~ ,,~ llif.(t. 

-~·~~ 
PASS LOOP THROUGH EYE OF RLINNING BOOM, T#EN TIIROUGH EYE Of 

QUICK RELEASE SWIVEL NEXT PASS ENTIRE.TRACE TflROUGIUYE Of LOOP 
ANO Ptli.L TIGHT. THE RUN I-I/NG l!a}M IS NOW FREE TO MOYE tlf' T#E LINE 

TMCE 

HOLDING THE RUNNING 
800M AND WEIGHT IN 
YOUR HAND, PAY OUT.30 
FEET OFLINEAND fl)( 
MATCHSTICK BY McANS OF 
TWO HALF HITCHES ( Cl.OVE 
HITCH)~ BOOM 

TOPE 

LOWER UNTIL WEIGHT IS HOLDING ITS POSITION ON THE 
80TTOM. fl/T l'iEEL IN FREE GEAl'i WITH RATCJIET ON, 
THEN REST ROO ON GllNWALE Or BOAT,MAKING SUl'iE 
THAT ATLEAST TWO THIRDS OF THE ROP /SIN THE BOAT. 
OTI./ERWISE THE !{00 C(J(IL/J BE l'l/LLED OVEflBOARO 
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FIVE FIGHTING FISH 

TUNNY: You wouldn't 
think it but tunny are 
really giant mackerel. 
They are caught off 
Scarborough, up to 
obout 850 lb. This fine 
tunny weighed 617 lb. 

SKATE: These 
f I a t f i s h are 
found all round 
B r i t a i n. The 
common skate 
grows up to 9 ft. 
when measured 
from "wing-tip" 
to "wing-tip." 

BLUE SHARK: This is 
one of the most com
mon shorks found off 
the Cornish coast. It 
grows up to 25 ft. ond 
can weigh up to 250 lb. 



1 
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AND ONE FOR THE POT 

l'I 

CONGER: This fighting eel likes to hount 
wrecks and rocks. One of 160 lb. has 
been· reported, but 70 lb. is good. 

TURBOT: A tasty flatfish, 
found mainly off the west 
and south coasts. It likes 
shallow woter, and it grows 
up to 25 lb. or 30 lb. 

FOR FRESHMEN ... 
It 's the most up-to-date guide 
on fresh water angling .. . get 
Angles on Fresh Water Angling, 
by Captain S. Norton-Bracy, a 
companion book to this one. 
Price 2s. 6d ., from all news
agents and booksellers. 

--

TOPE: It fights like a shork ond, 
in fact, it comes from the same 
family as the blue shark. A good 
tope is around 40 lb., but they 
have been caught over 70 lb. 

The turbot can give you quite a 
tussle, and it's good to eat, too! 

\ 



LINE RUNNING OVER 
THE MIDDLE FINGER 

1, .• 

TOPE 

,#ATC/I-STICK BKEAKS AN/J 
RIINNING BPOM IS RELEASE/J 

FLOW OF TIDE -------. 

AT POINT A THE TOPE SEIZES 77-IE BAIT AND RUN6 TO POINT 8 
WHERE IT SWALLOWS IT. IMMEDIATELY T1fE LINE STOPS RUNNING 
PICK UP THE ROD AND PUT 71-(E REEL INTO GEAR. TAKE THE UNE 
BETWEEN T1fUM8 AND FOREFINGER AND OVER THE MIDDLE FINGER 
70 GIVE YOU MORE POWER WHEN STRIKING, w1rnour HAVING 70 
PUT ON TOO MUCH BRAKE. WHEN 71-IE FISH MOVE8 OFF FROM POINT B 

. STRIKE HARD AT POINT C 

Pi.Ar fl SIi TtJJYAK/JS YO// tJNTIL TIIEROD IS POINTING 
fOKWA/?JJ, ANO TIIE flSII IS ALON6810£ TIIE BOAT 
AN/7 ALA10ST LEl'EL J11/TII YOLI. IIOLtJ 800 IN YO/JR 
RI/JIil IIANIJ ANIJ GRAS!' TIIE #'IRE TRACE tVEAR 
T/1£ SWIYEL J.YIT/r Y/JIIR LEFT h'AA/IJ 

:;, H'IIE/r YtJt/llAYEAr!R41GKl,P,f'I/T 
YtJ/1,f RO/J !JOIWr' AN/J SINK T/.IE 

POINT Of TIIE 0.4rf INTO 1llf ,fEGltJ# ,4ROI/NtJ 
TIil //ENT. H'/T/1 A "II/Ck' /lt/Ol'E41ENT, LIFT TIil 

FIS/l's TAIL CLEAR Of TIIE #'ATER A!VIJ Sffllr'~ IT 
INTO TIil 80,4T 

/;1#/E/J/ATELY TIIHISII IS IN TIIE 80AT,6/YE 
/TA C'Otl?LE Ofk'/lf/J T/11/,f/PSAT l'OIAIT.J'AMB 
m ST/IN IT,AAI/J /J/SC0/1WEt'T YO/JRQI/ICK
,fEl.fASE S/'f/YEL, LEAYE TR/ICE IN Tl/£ flSII 
t/NT/i. IT IIAS CEASED TO STRt/r;cLE. IN TIIE 
MEANTM1E CONNECT A tVE/,11 TRACE TO TIIE 
LINE SO YO// C'4'N ~tJ 0/r f/S#IN/J 



---FLOW OF TIOE--- - - .=:-THE POLLACK. IS EASILY RECOGNISED BY ITS LONG 
UNDERJAW AND GOLDEN COLOURING. THE COALFISH 
IS SOMETIMES CONFUSED WITH THE POLLACK, BUT 
CAN BE DISTINGUISHED BY ITS DARK GREYISH
BLUE COLO.,URING 

"-""',.. ~~ ..::::: 
- ---=::'- - -=-~ ::-- SAND EELS _ 

SA~D~LS -.J 
........ ~_-

POLLACK LIVE ON THE FACE OF ROCKS, AND DART OUT TO TAKE THEIR FOOD, 
THEY HAVE A PARTICULAR PREFERENCE FOR SAND EELS 

Continued from Page 16 
invariably grab their prey - or your bait
across the back and swim with it in this position 
for up to 100 yards. 

On this run, allow the tope to take the line 
freely. In fact, it is better not to touch the rod 
until the run ceases. During this pause, the fish 
swallows the bait and then is off in search of 
more. When you strike, don't apply too mNch 
pi:essure with the reel "drag." 

At the moment of striking, the matchstick 
retaining the running boom will break, allowing 
it to slip down to the swivel. Never try to bring 
the fish to the gaff too quickly. Allow it to run, 

POLLACK 

keeping sufficient pressure on the line to tire it 
out. More fish are lost when gaffing than at any 
other time. It helps to have an old leather glove 
handy to slip on before grasping the trace. 

POLLACK 

THE pollack is a fine fighting fish. It is nearly 
always found in rocky areas, especially in 

Scotland and South-West England. Fowey, in 
Cornwall, is a well-known area for pollack. Off 
Dodman Point, many 15 lb. to 20 lb. fish are 
taken every year. 

A few fish are taken from anchored boats. but 



CONGER British record: 84 lb., taken by H. A. Kelly 
off Dungeness, Kent, in 1933. 
COD 32 lb., taken by S. G. Hook, off Lowestoft, 
Suffolk, in 1945. 
MACKEREL 4 lb. 8 drams, taken by Flight
lieutenant P. Porter, off the Isle of Man, in 1952. 

POLLACK 23 lb. 8 oz., taken by 
G. Bartholomew, off Newquay, 
Cornwall, in 1957. 
MAKO SHARK 428 lb. 8 oz., taken 
by J. E. Sefton, off Looe, Cornwall, 
in 1961. 
SKATE 200 lb., taken by A. H. 
Bowker, off the Isle of Man, in 1925. 
TOPE 73 lb. 3 oz., taken by L. 
Andrews, off Hayling Island, 
Hampshire, in 1949. 
TURBOT 28 lb. 8 drams, taken by 
T. Tolchard, off Dartmouth, Devon, 
in 1961. 

~ 
Fish as big as these 
may not be plentiful 
off the British coast, 
but there are still 
records to be broken. 



I ,. 
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POLLACK ON 
LEE SIDE 

Of ROCKS 

KEEP YOUR BAIT AS CLOSE TO THE ROCK AS 
POSSIBLE. THE WEIGHT Will TEND TO COME UP 
IN THE WATER AS YOU DRl/:T, AND YOU MUST, 
THERE/:ORE,FEEL YOUR WAY ACROSS THE ROCK • . 
REEL IN TO :"LEAR ROC,f AT (,4). 
LOWERAT(B) 

SUVfR Of MACKEREL DIRECT TO HOOK 
B 

8 ,- ..... , 
V, ' 
r ' 

DROP A MARKER BUOY ON THE WEATHER OR 
TIDAL SIDE 0/: THE ROCKS TO BE FISHED• 
COMMENCE YOUR DRIFT /:/WM THAT POINT{A) 
UNTIL YOUR BAIT REACHES (8). THEN RETURN TO 
(A) AND START ANOTHER DRIFT 

SPINNER WITH SINGLE HOOK ANO 
STRIP 0/: MACKEREL 

I -- \ 

" A '~~<----
POLLACK BAITS 

it is far better to go after them in a drifting boat. 
For pollack are naturally cautious fish, and they 
are only interested in moving bait. 

Although pollack prefer sand eels to other 
bait, there are several ways of attracting the fish 
to your hook when sand eels are not available -
with artificial eels, slivers of mackerel or spinners. 
It is, however, essential, to use light tackle for 
pollack fishing-with never more than one hook. 
The art of catching these fish is to work your bait 
exactly as if it were alive. 

Drift-fishing for pollack is excellent sport. You 
relax in your boat while it drj_fts slowly oyer the 

POLLACK 

heavy rock formations on which the fish are 
found. When using artificial eels, I pref er a red 
one, attached to a 10-foot trace. However, it is a 
matter of choice. Some anglers think black or 
green rubber eels are best. The trace, in turn, is 
attached by a swivel to the main line. And a 
spiral weight is placed above the swivel. 

TURBOT 

ONE of the most sought after fish in our waters 
is the turbot. Indeed, it is the only really big 

flatfish caught in any numbers round our shores. 
Thev are normaUidound~~uonnd =nd 1--nnL-a ~~_,.I 



I 

LOWER TH£ WEIGHT TO TH!:. BOTTOM. R.f:TRIEVE A 
FEW YAl<OS Q.UICKL Y TO SAVE YOU/? 1-1001' 
TANGL./NG IN Ti-IE ROCKS. 

WORK YOUR WAY ACROSS TflE IWCKS RETRIEVING 
OR LETTING OUT LINE AS R€QVIRED 

POLLACK 

IILIBMR EEi. SPI/\IS 
/,11/YATER 

'-

THE BEsr BIUT FOR THE TURBOT IS 
fl LIV£ SRND EEL. IN FllST-MOVING 
WRTER, HOOK IT THROUGH THE l!P(ll). 
IN STILL WllT£R, HOOK IT THROUGH 
THE C£NTR£ OF TH£ BllCK(B) 

, · _._, TH£ POLLACK MAY BE SUSPIC/0~ 
OF TIIE BAIT ANO Wli.L ONI.Y SNAP AT THE 7:4/L 

o,J IF /TIS NOT MO/I/NG AT Tf/£ CORRECi Sl"EElJ. 
. . dY KEEPING YO//R TII//MB ON Tl{E L/NE, YO// CAN 

/:EEi. Tf//S SNAPPING ANO TJIEN SPEEO LIP YIJIIR 
RllRl.cVE TO TEMPT THE POLLACK TOBIT£ 

SOMETIMES YOU WILL THINK YOU HAVE 
LOST YOUR WEIGHT. THIS 15 BE=CAUSE Ot= 
Th'E SPEED AT WHICH THE POLLACK COMES 
UP TO TAKE Tl-IE 8A/T. 
REEL IN QUICKLY UNTIL YOU REGAIN 
CONTACT WITH THE FISH, Th'EN STRIKE, 

THIS IS WHAT IS 
HAPl'ENIN6 WHEN 
YOU 7HINK YO/I HAVE. 
LOST YOIIR Ml6HT 

ANO STRIKE. I-IAl<D --- ~ 

WH£1<£ TH£!<£ Ill<£ SRNDBRNKS, YOU WILL FINO 
SI/ND £ELS-IV/ORE. OFTEN THllN NOT WI-IE.RE 
TH£ 811NK SHELVES INTO DEEPER WRTER. 
TH£ TURBOT WORKS RLONG THE FRCE OF THE 

B/:lNKz /\10VING UPWRROS RFTER n-1£ ££LS 

TIDE 



. 
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TAKE A FRESHLY CAVGHT 
MACKEREi. ANO CtJT OFF THE 
ENTIRE SIOE FKOM TA1' TO. 
Gl/.t.5, 
Cl.IT THE 511.VeR:Y PlcCE 
rROM TH£ 8EL.t.Y /:li?OM 
POINT 'A '. TO '8' 
THl.5 WILL BE VOVK BAIT 

t/SE A 6/0 HOOK ON I.ONG 30LB. 
B~l:AKING .STRAIN NYI.ON TRACE, 
THREAO 7HE HOOK Th'ROVGH THE MACKEREi. 

STAR'TING ATC ' THEN BACK 7"HROUS/I THE 
FtESH AGAIN AT 'cl'ANO F!NAI.L.Y THE BAR!J 
o;: THE HOOK 8,1/CK Tk'ROV/;lf A6AIN AT 'E ~ 
TIE Tlr'E TAIi. EN/7 7761/Ti:Y TO Tl-IE TRACE TO 
RRE//V./T I T Si.IP PING OOWN ON THE )(OOK 

are at their best from spring to autumn. Two 
renowned turbot grounds are the Vame banks, 
off Dover, and the Shambles, off the Dorset coast. 
The Vame is heavily trawled by both British and 
French vessels, but, despite this, anglers still 
manage to catch great numbers of these fish. 

Sand eels make fine bait for turbot. But if you 
can't get sand eels, it is possible to catch turbot 
with strips of mackerel, cut to resemble an eel. In 
a running tide, this bait is just as tempting as an 
eel if fished correctly. During slack water, how
ever, when fish of all descriptions are nosing 
around, you may not get turbot. It is more than 

T(/R80T Mi.t. 8£ CAt/GHT IN A ~VNNIN6' TIPe 

TIDE IWNIIJING ____ ._ 

'-"-· 
Tl/RSOT 

Jf'h'EN THE TIO£ IS SI.ACK' YOtl Al?e MtJRE L/1¢,:.Y To HOOK 
/7Ll91CE, TOPE,- OOG!=IS/.1 A/VO /Ill/I/TING 

I 
TIO/! SLACK. 

TURBOT 



77DE RUNNING FAST 

TURBOT FISHING 
A 

/ 
WHEN RETRIEVIN8 THE TURBOT, PRESSURE OF THE TIDE 0~ THE 
FISH AT POINT A WILL FORCE IT TO THE SURFACE AT 8 

TURBOT 

likely that your bait will be taken by plaice, tope, 
dog-fish or whiting. 

With a flatfish as big as turbot, [it grows up to 
30 lb. or more], it is difficult, in a strong tide, to 
bring it alongside the boat for gaffing. The 
strength of the flow may bring it to the surface 
some distance astern of the boat. Then, because 
of water pressure on the wide expanse of its body, 
you will find it difficult to bring it nearer. In a 
calm sea, it is not too hard to work the turbot 
along the surface. But when there is any kind of 
a lop on the sea, you must take care in retrieving 
your line. 

WATCH THE WAVE MOVEMeNr CAREFULLY. RETRIEVE ONLY WHEN THE FISH JS 
ON THE FACE! OF THE WAVE TOWARDS YOU,C. IMMEDIATELY THE WATER 
MOVEMENT &RINGS THE TURBOT INTO THE TROUGH, D, STOP REELING 
IN ANO WAIT UNTIL THE FISH ts AGAIN IN POStTIONC. 'THJS METHOD WILL 
ENABLE YOU TO BRING THE TURBOT IN WITH THE MINIMUM RISK OF YOUR , 
LtNE. SNAPPING 

CONGER 

THESE are probably the most vicious fish 
found in British waters. They are immensely 

powerful and can do severe damage to both 
tackle and the angler, unless handled with 
extreme care. 

Conger are usually found among rocks or in 
wrecks. They appear to feed on anything, 
whether it is fresh or stale. The best baits, how
ever, are mackerel, pilchard, herring, black 
bream, pout and squid heads. 

For conger fishing, a fairly heavy rod capable 
of taking 100 to 150 yards of 50 lb. to 80 lb. 



• 

~: NEVER /JSE AN ANCHOR WHEN WRECK.
;:JSH/NG -YOU WILL PROBABLY LOSE IT. 
LISE EITHER BAGS OF SHINGlE, HEAVY ROCKS OR 
A GRAPNEL.. THE GRAPNEL IS EASY ANO CHEAP TO 
MAKE, AND WILL BE NO GREAT LOSS 
IF YO// DO LOSE /Tc 

GRAPNEL: THREE BENT 
SOFT-IRON BARS WELOEO 
TOGETflER, WIT# A RING 
AT THE TOP 

1;: UT/?A ST/?AJN IS PUT 
ON GRAPNEL, THE flOOK 
WILL BEND ANO PL/LL FREE 

LOCATE YO/JR WRECK, ANO ARRIVE THERE ONE HOVR 
BEFORE THE TIDE EASES. DROP THE GRAPNEL 
/00 YAIWS UPSTREAM AT 'A~ ALLOW THE BOAT TO 
CJl?IFT tJNTIL THE GRAPNEL CATCHES('8 '). 
WAIT UNTIL THE TIDE SLACK!NS ENOUGH FOR YOU 
TO HAUi. TliE BOAT IN ON THE CABLE TO 'C: 
YOV CAN NOW f'ISH tJIRECTLY INTO 
THE WRECKAGE 

5 C A 

00 NOT TRY TO CATCH CONGER UNLESS YOU ARE 
CJIRECTLY OVE/? A WRECK. THEY LIVE INS/OE THE 
WRECKAGE, ANO ONLY VENT/JRE OUT 
TO GRAB PREY 

SHORT WIRE TRACE 
-•• HOOK SIZE 3 OR4 

-------1FT. "'"::;:, 
LON6 WIRE TRACE QUICK RELEASE 
----011•1,,o----1tek~llet1 

6FT. 

SWIVELLED HOOK 
-•---:;:, 

TO MAKE YOW? Ti?ACE, TAKE A PIECE OF IOOLB. B.S, NYLON ANO 
LOOP BOTH ENDS. P//T A 4/0 SWIVEL WITH A QUICK· RELEASE. 
ON THE OTHER. PLACE A SINGLE TRACE. BOOM ON YO//R MAIN 
LINE BlfORE MAKING THE LINE fAST TO THE SWIVEL ON THE 

,Jlllif~l"(f\'-L~"~I 

NYLON TRAC£. CONNECT Th'E S/./ORT WIRE TRACE TO THE r. ·• .. 
f(LIICK-l?ELEASE SWIVEL :· -~· 

- HE~Y 100 LB 8.S. NYI.ON QUICK-RELEAf E SWIVEL 71RE l : : ~ 
\ 11•no jo-":;J . ~o 

~ TRACE BOOM SWIVELLED HOOK :_-:;: 

CONGER 

YOVR WEIG/.IT WILL OFTEN BE CAVGHT IN Wl?ECKAGE. THEREFORE, 
INSTlAO Of ATTACHING YOVR WElt;HT BV THE LINK, TIE THE 
Wf!GHT TO THE /.INK WITHA /.IGHT PIECE Of NYlON WHICH 
WILL 8/?EAK EASILY If Tl-IE WEIGHT IS SNAGIJEO. THIS WI/.L 
SAVE THE LOSS OF BOTTOM TACKLE ANO CONGER 

,,, .. / 

LIGHT NYLON UNK 



CONGER: USE A 6000-SIZED PIECE OF BAIT.. THREAD THE 
HOOK THROUGH THIS FROM THE TAIL, ANO LEAVE THE BARB 
PROTRUDING fKOM THE GILLS, TIE THE TAIL TO THE TRACE. 
THIS WILL PRE~ENT IT BEING WASHED DOWN ON TO THE HOOK 

.,,_. 

GAFF 

GAFF THE FISH IN THE VENT OK VNOER THE MOVTN. BRING IT 
IN80AKO WITH ONE MOVEMENT. WHEN IT IS ON DECK, 

CONGER 

THE CONGER WILL BOUNCE UP ANO OOWN ON THE 
LINE WHEN BEING 8KOUGl1T TO THE SURFACE, 
WHEN PVLUNG IT VP, KEEP IT COMING, 00 NOT 
GIVE IT AN OPPOKTVNITY TO START BOUNCINS 
EN/JUGH TO PKEVENT YOU /tE.EUNG IN 

breaking-strain nylon line is essential. Unlike 
many fish, the conger does not swim around in 
mid-water, it glides along the bottom. When 
hooked, it dives into the nearest hole. This 
means your bottom tackle must be sturdy 
enough to withstand jagged wreckage and the 
conger's teeth. I prefer a heavy nylon trace, to 
which I fix a one-foot wire trace, but , many 
anglers use wire traces at least six feet long. 

When the conger takes your bait, you will feel 
heavy thumps on the line. This is the conger 
shaking its head about. Do not strike at once, but 
let it g~t_the bait well into its mouth. Strike when 

GIVE IT A STVNNINS BLOW 0/IEI( 
THE VENT OR Tf.lE HEAO, DISCONNECT THE 
QUJCK-!?ELEASE SWIVEL, ANO PLACE 
THE FISH STKAIGHT/NTOASACK, WHEIU 
IT WILL SE OUT OF HAltM'S WAY 

the line tightens, a sign that the conger is moving 
away. When the strike is made make sure the 
fish has no slack line. Otherwise, it will dive 
straight for its lair and may even twine its tail 
round wreckage. If this happens, don't try to 
force it out. Wait until you feel movement, then 
try to ease it out. But handle with care! 
SKATE 

AT the risk of being accused of stating the 
obvious, let me begin by saying that there 

are skate-and skate. What is called the common 
skate is not, in fact, the most common skate 
found in British waters. The thornback is the 



SKATE: THE COMMON SKATE IS 
USUALLY FOUND OW THE SEABeO. 
IT WORKS ITS WA'rINTO SAND OR 

MUD, BLENDING INTO THE 
BACKGROUND UNTIL ONLY ITS EYES 
ARE SNOWING. THEN IT WAITS 
FOR UNWARY FISH TO APPROACH 

-~-=== 

SKATE 

~c,· 
V 

. f' 
M(Ul.r:-;;_IN/l ,,,._ 1\ 

0 
jUSE A SOLID ROD 

CAPABLE OF LIFTING TNE .-- "1s1-1 BY BRUTE STRENGTH. ,h!JE MUST BE ABOUT 100 LBS 

~

A BREAKING STRAIN. ATTAC/-1 A r1 ONE FT. WIRE TRACE BELOW A 
RUNNING BOOM W/Tf.{ A SIZE W/0 

I ll"ttiV I\~ I t:AC::"T"' 

-4---Fi.OW OFT/OE--

THE SKATE WII.I. 
SETTLE OVER 
THE BAIT AS IT 
L!ESONTHE 
BOTTOM 

t> 

.•. 
~~-

SKATE ARE USUALLY FOUND IN 
PAIRS. THEY CAN MOVE AROUND IN 
THE STRONGEST TIDES-AIDED BY 
T/.IEIR ENORMOUS 'WINGS' ANO 

BECAUSE SKATE SETTLE OVER THE BAIT BEFORE 
BITING, IT IS DIFFICULT TO KNOW WHEN THEY 
HAVE ACTUALLY TAKEN IT. ALLOW TIME FOR 
THE BAIT TO 8£ SWALLOWED. TOO QUICK A --~, SLENDER 800/ES 

BAIT NEED NOT BE 
LARGE. I PREFER A 
WHO/..£ SIDE OF FRES#LY. 
CAUGHT MACKEREL. 

FIVE LB, COO /./AVE 
BEEN FOUND INSIDE 
SKATE SO THE SIZE OF 
BAIT is REALLY UP TO THE 
INDIV!OL/AL ANGLER ' 

' TAKE OFF ONE SIDE OF THE 
MACKEREL AND CUT OUT ' 
BACKBONE, LEAVING HEAD, 
TAIL AND EXPOSED FLESHY 
SIDE. THIS MAKES IT MORE 
TEMPTING TO THE SKATE 

STRIKE WILL FOUL-HOOK THE FISH INTI./£ NOSE 
OR THE WINGS 

SKAT£ 

WIIEN THE BAIT J.IAS BEEN LOWERED TO THE BOTTOM, ALLOW 
T#E LINE TO WORK OUT THROUGH THE RUNNING BOOM, TO 
FORM A LONG TRACE. WHEN THE SKATE APPROACIIES THE 
BAIT, IT WILL THEN SETTLe ON IT WITHOUT BEING 

DISTRACTED BY THE LINE 

SKATE ABOIIT TO SETTLE 

~~ -·~ 
SWIVEL 

j---.1 ,rr, ~ ACE---+-

·MACKE,EJ. BAIT 



WJIEN THE STRIKE IS MADE, THE SKATE WILL 
ATTEMPT TO KEEP ITSELF ON THE BOTTOM WITH 
Tl-I£ SUCTION OF ITS 'WINGS: 

YOU MUS.T KEEP A CONTINUAL STRAIN ON 
T/-1£UN£. 
IP THIS FAILS, DROP A WEIGi-iT DOWN THE LINE. 
TI-IIS SHOULD DISTURB Tl-I£ SKAT£, MAKING 
IT JUMP AND ALLOWING YOU TO START 
'PUMPING ' IT UP 

•. o.:·.• 

most plentiful and usually weighs between 12 lb. 
and 14 lb. But anglers have landed common 
skate weighing up to 336 lb. You can catch these 
monsters round the south-west coast, right the 
way up to the north of Scotland and all round 
Ireland. 

When fishing for skate, remember that only 
the heaviest tackle will do to "pump" the really 
big fellows to the surface. In my opinion, a tackle 
harness is a "must," too, although I have heard 
of tough anglers who have landed large skate 
without this aid. All I say is jolly good luck to 
them. I certainly wouldn't be too keen on trying 

W/-IEN READY TO GAFF, MAKE SUREATLEAST 
TWO GAFFS ARE HANDY. 

THEY SHOULD 8E STl?ONG ENOUGH 
TO LIFT THE F!SII INBOARtJ. 
GAFF NEAR TNE HEAD ANO Lin 

TIIE NOSE. 
THEN PULL Tl-IE REST OF THE FISH IN 

it. Skate fishing is only for anglers with very 
strong constitutions. The weak man will be flat 
out in the bottom of the boat long before he 
has got a 200-pounder to the surface. There is 
little fight in the fish immediately it leaves the 
bottom, but once it nears the surface the amount 
of "pumping" you will have to do will leave 
you limp for an hour or more after. 

SHARK 

BIG-GAME fishing may sound exotic, but you 
don't have to travel far to find it- or the next 

best thing. For in this country you can try a close 



THE SHARKINl5 GROUNDS LIE 10 TO 20 
MILES OFFSHORE, THE BEST BEING 
NEAR LOOE, CORNWALL. ON GOOO 
OAYS UP TO 20 BOATS LEAVE LOOE 
IN SEARCH OP. SHARKS 

TH£ SHARK MAY BE AM/LE OR TWO AWAY 
WHEN IT FIRST SNIFFS THE TEMPT/NS 

'RllBBY-OllBBY: 

ON TH£ WAY OUT TACKLE AND BAITS ARE 
PREPARED. ROOS MUST BE HEAVY, WI TH A 
LARGE MVLi/PLVER REEL, ANO ANYTHING 
l'ROM 50 l0100LBS BREAKING-STRAIN 
LINE. THE TRACE MUST BE OF HEAVY 
WIRE, SWI VELUO, ANO WITH HOO~ 

---------ATTACHED 
DIRECT " 

SHARKS ARE ATTftA?:fED TO TH£ BOATS SY 
'!WBBY-OUB8Y '-A COL/PL£ Of"BLICKETS OF 
PILCHAROS 1 MASHEO ALMOST TO LIQU/0 
FORM, WHICH IS THEN PLIT IN A f"INE
MESHEO ,NeT ANO TRAILED OVER THE 5/0E 

SHARK 

TWO RODS ARE USUALLY 

ARE BAITED WITH FR!:SH 
IMMEOIATELY IT Will START WORKING I TS 

WAY ALONG TH£ TRAIL LEFT BY THE 
OR/FT/NG BOAT 

fi 
l/SEO ON EACH BOAT. HOOKS 

10YDS MACKEREL IFAVAILABLE. 
L/Nl:S ,ARE PA/0 OUT ABOUT 

ANO THE HOOKS ARE 
ALLOWED TO SWIM AT A BOAT 0/l/FTING SIDEWAYS ON 

I ~ _. ZOYDS OEPTH OF 7-10 FATHOMS. 

l 
Y.?HK FLOATS~ 10 YAl.'OS FROM TH£ BOAT, 

ROOS ARE PLACEO A6AIIVST 
THE 6UNWALE, J/VITII THE 

SWIVELS KEEL IN A FREE POSITION 

/ ~ 
BLIT WITH THE RATCI-IET ON 

_.., 
WIRE 
TRACES AS THE SJ.IARK Tl?AVELS 

IMCKEREL- .,-/ I.IP THE 'RllBBY-OllBBY ' 
BA/TEO TKAIL, I T WILL SPOT A LARGER 

HOOK ANO MORE SllCCULENT TITBIT 
- THE BA/TEO HOOK 



BY KEEP/NS Y()/Jlt THVMB ON7JIE J.IIVE, WHEN THE FISH HAS TIRED, POSSIBLY 
YOU HIii.i. N ABU ro F#LAtVY 

El/SIN/; OJ: TENSION 

TNE SHAKK WILL GO OEEP WHEN HOOKED. UT IT TAKE 
l/NE OPF THE KEEL, 81/T KEEP TfNSION ON 'fl.IE OKA6 
TO JIIEA/t IT OOWN. WHE/V IT STOPS IWNNINS, STAltT 
'PUMP/Nu' IT TlJ THE SUKFACE BY i.OWE/l/N6 TIIEKOP TlJ THE 
GUNWALE (00 NOTf'OUCH IT) THSi KA/SING IT AS HIGH AS 
P()SSIIJ[E. ON THE IXJIVNIVAKO MOVEMENT (lll/CKLY REEL IN 
tlNE. NO/.Off/VHIJ.£ YOLI /./FT Tl./£ FISH l/PWMO.S 

approach to big-game fishing - shark fishing off 
the coast of Devon and Cornwall. 

Three types of shark lurk off Cornish shores
blue, porbeagle and mako, which in our waters 
have been caught up to 428½ lb. But the most 
common is the blue. More than 5,000 are caught 
off the shark-infested coasts of Britain every year. 
It sounds thrilling, but there is little dartger in 
shark-fishing in our waters. 

To attract a shark to your bait you use "rubby
dubby"-a close-mesh net of mashed pilchards. 
Your boat will drift at two to four knots with the 
llLind- Rnd_the "rubbv-dubbv." hangin,g over the 

AFTER TWO OR THREE IWNS, THE 
/ BOATMAN SHO//LO GRASP THE ' l TRACE WITH HIS GLOVEO HANO AND 
/ PREPARE TO GAFF THE S#ARK 

\ 
NEAR TIIE VENT. IMMEDIATELY Tl-IE 

: GI/FF IS Pl/TINTO T#E SHAl(K, 
j THE FISH MVST M LIFTED SO T#AT r 

,t ITS TAIL IS Cl.EAR OF THE m. 'ATE/c, ~ \)~~A;1r;o TN£; TT! 

side, will leave an oily slick on the surface. At 
the same time, a trail of tiny pieces of pilchard 
will be drifting through the water. 

When the bait has been taken, make no effort 
to strike the shark. It will usually grab the bait, 
then make a run with it before stopping to 
swallow. Once the reel stops revolving, pick up 
the rod and hook it to your harness. 

When the shark starts its second run, strike 
upwards as hard as you can. But you must be 
certain that there is not too much strain on the 
"drag" mechanism of the reel. The illustrations 
show how you "pump" the shark in. 



Rich Dark Honeydew is a rare 
tobacco-it tastes the same the 
whole smoke through. Rich but 
never heavy. Cool but never 
dull. Its constancy is the result 
of careful, balanced blending; 
using only the finest matured 
Virginia tobaccos. Cool, slow 
burning Rich Dark Honeydew 
is blended to please the true 
pipe-man's palate. Try an ounce 
and see how it suits you. 

S' 1 O½ PER OUNCE 11 '7 PER 2 OUNCES 



H,OOK, LINE and SINKER 

SPIRAL (left) and tarpeda leads 
(right) are both useful. The rubber 
sand eel (centre) is a good lure 
for pollack. In various colours. 

1111111 
HOOKS come in many different sizes and 
with long or short shanks. Long shanked 
haoJ!.s are best for flatfish and whiting. 

• • • .. " ~ .. .. • ~ 

ANCHOR leads, with the wire prongs, 
and the raund "grip" leads are to hold 
the bottom in strong tides and currents. 

SWIVELS (left) are necessary ta 
prevent the line from twisting 
and kinking. Right, trace baom. 

If you're going sea angling, 
it helps to have the right 
tackle for the job • • • 

TRACE for tape ar conger (left) 
is of 12-in. wire with Size 7 /0 
hook. Right, stainless steel 
spreader with three 9-in. booms. 
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PIER ROD: This two-piece rod, the Milbro Monarch, is 
made of tubular fibreglass, and is specially designed for 
use on piers, beaches or from rocks. It is 9 ft. long. 

• FLOATS for shark
fishing need to be 
about 3 ins. across, 
to take the weight 
of the bait, often 
a whole mackerel. 

PIER REEL: The 
P e n n Surfmaster 
multiplyer reel car
ries up to 200 
yds. of 361b. break
ing - strain line. 

BOAT ROD: For boat work, a short rod is necessary. 
This 6ft. rod, Milbro Neptune, in solid fibreglass, was 
specially designed by Captain Sydney Norton-Bracy. 

BIG-GAME REEL: 
You need a big 
reel for big fish. 
The largest Senator 
model carries 900 
yords of 801b. line. 

,,.. 

BEACH REEL: This 
reel, the Squidder, 
is specially built 
for surf-casting. Its 
I i n e capacity is 
up to 250 yards. 
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HERE 
ARE ALL THE 

ANGLING 
ANSWERS! 

Ireland is a fisherman 's dream. Imagine a harbour studded island 

surrounded by wonderful biting fish, game and coarse ... where you 

can take a boat from a thousand coves and be among them in no time. 

Inland there's the mighty Shannon River, lots of brimming lakes 

and more mountain streams than you can manage. Ireland offers the 

best fishing in Europe and a lot of it is free. 

Just cast a line to your nearest Irish Tourist Office for FREE guides 

on all aspects of fishing by filling in the coupon below. 

PLEASE SEND ME • Salmon &. Sea Trout Fishing 

O Sea Angling Guide O Coarse Fishing D Brown Trout Fishing 

Name 

Address 

IRISH TOURIST OFFICES 

BIRMINGHAM 

GLASGOW 

LONDON 

11 Bennett's Hill 

35 St. Enoch Sq. , C.1 . 

71 Regent St., W.1. 

•••••-••----- •~•• ---- .._~ ... n 

Midland 3882 

Central 2311 

Regent0533 




